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Line of Sight Communications

All electromagnetic wave communication requires line of sight…ahhh… Try this: to send a radio/TV/mobile phone signal we need to be able to see the transmitter and the receiver.  That’s why TV and radio stations put their antennas on top of mountains.  (Ever been skiing at Bogus?)

Radio and TV signals travel in waves.  They will bend slightly over the horizon and spill into valleys.  HOWEVER THEY ARE DEGRADED WHEN THIS HAPPENS.

Think of trying to spray your brother with a hose.  Say he hides behind the car.  You can spray the car and he’ll get a little bit wet but to really soak him you need line of sight--a clear shot!


In order to understand line of sight you need to experience it.  

YOUR ASSIGNMENT


1.  You will self sort into small groups.  NO MORE THAN 6, NO LESS THAN 4.


2.  You will receive a map marked with a Z and an X.  You will have one member of your group stand at the X coordinate and send a message to the Z coordinate.  Jeepers, what could be easier? 

HERE ARE THE RULES:


1.  NO VERBAL COMMUNICATION IS ALLOWED.  You may not speak, yell, or grunt.  Amplified sound is forbidden.  


2.  NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES ALLOWED.  No cellphones, no pagers, no radios…Telegraphs generated their own power.  Welcome to 1840…Nothing Electric PERIOD.  

3.  NO MOVEMENT BY PARTICIPANTS.  In other words, no running the message down the hall.   All participants will be set in place before the message is given and stay in place until the message arrives at the Z coordinate.  

Other than that it’s pretty much wide open. I WILL FURNISH YOU WITH THE MESSAGE THE DAY OF THE TEST.   (Did I say test?  I meant demonstration.)

Good luck.  Use your imagination.  We will physically show you the send and receive points.   This is worth 100 PRODUCTION Points.

